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“Ilike the impressionists. They are my heroes.

my idols: I love them. Degas, Renoir, Lautree

of them.” says Misha Lenn, whose style of ill

ton—mixing pen and ink with watercolc
won him international acclaim and reflects the

influences of the impressionists.

Born in St Petersburg, Russia, Lenn first

visited the United States out of curiosity but later

decided to mak ston his second home, In

1990, he was granted a visa “for persons wi

1ce orin art,” which

dinary ability in sc

[fr

allowed him to live in the . permanently

mplished jazz pianist as well as an
acclaimed artist, Lenn's work shows the parallels
between music and art, his two loves, "T've played
jazz all my life.” he says. "It reflects myself and

reflects my art. The same feelings go through life

musictoan.

verything connected to music or danee

me.” he says of his sources of in

1t think ab

how it works jn my

11t clicks. When something clicks
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series. one thing goes after another. [ have so

many ideas and 50 many things | want 1o do, but

T___...w:u____r. 1 am not caf ble _;.____::n__._..:d i
When an idea doesn't click, Lenn may get
.—..-fa.—_

NS

invalved I lly. One time when he w

he was able to present two T_.:____T, dancing the
tango on the invitations

‘An idea starts from a very little thing—just

like how a tﬂ_,:._ Erows. Itis a tiny :::x :_._: OwWs

insid

but it grows and grows. It is truly interesting that

it goes from a small little thing to a big series of

somethings,’
ies of

Lenn’s work takes on the characte

ion, He we

two genres: fine art and illus

to combi characteristics of IMpPressionsm

emotions, movements, and colors—with styles

decorative artists like Gustav Kl

one look at a painting as

urtain

he shell, which means I'll have a little idea,

> > >

Lenn’s work usually does not include faces or

ures. He hints at an eye or 3¢, but

fi

body presentation for most of the communicating

because, he says, 1e body speaks for f, You

wty everything by just putting a hand on one

side or another

He

humb books and magazines te Hect
images and emotions for projects, "It's like giv

ing birth,” he says. "When I'm doing something

a musical piece, | will listen 1o music: if it is

a particular style, like Tou - Lautree, I'll look
at his paintings.

"Movies and fine art are eve rywhere. [llustra-
tion 18 not as visible. An illustrator is a persan who
translates something. Fashion designers are great

tlustrators.” adds Lenn. citing Yves St. Laurent

and Coeco Chanel as two fashion designers who

insipire his illustrations Everything, all forms of

art are connected to one anothesr

To learn more ; % work, v

www, mishalenn. o




